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Introduction
Long term care nursing and pediatric home health nursing are aspects of nursing that are intended to provide medical care to the patients away from the usual hospital set up. They both involve the provision of nursing care to the patients until their full recovery. Nursing, in general, can be very stressful yet rewarding. It all depends on the setting.
Long Term Care
Long term care nursing involves caring for patients that have illnesses or conditions that require care for a long period (Lehnert, Heuchert, Hussain & Koenig, 2019). This category of people requires long-time attention, and thus, the nurses involved have to dedicate themselves to caring for them. This kind of nursing care is mostly offered in long term care facilities such as rehabilitation centers. The long-term care aspects of nursing deals with a patient ratio that is much smaller as compared to the usual patient ratio that is observed in ordinary hospital facilities. The nurses in ordinary hospitals have to attend to all the patients that come into the facility which is much different from the long-term care in which the nurses only attend to specific patients and then rest. This is similar to the pediatric home health nursing that deals with a small patient ratio.
The workload that is present in this type of nursing is also much lower. The nurses involved only deal with one or two patients and thus, they can carry out their work in an efficient way. They only handle a few duties and as such, they can give all their attention to their patients. In terms of the environment, long term care is given I facilities that care for people that need health care for a long period in a conducive atmosphere that assists the patients in their recovery process (Lehnert, Heuchert, Hussain & Koenig, 2019). Facilities such as rehabilitation centers are secluded and thus are devoid of overpopulation which usually affects the treatment and recovery of the patients in ordinary hospitals.
Pediatric Home Health
Pediatric home health nursing involves providing nursing services to patients at home (McInerny, Adam, Campbell, Foy & Kamat, 2016). The nurses attend to the patients while they are at their places of residence and assist them in activities such as bathing and dressing of the wounds. Pediatric home health nursing is done for a much lower period as compared to the long term care. Pediatric nursing is similar to the long-term care nursing as it deals with a much reduced patient ratio. The difference occurs in the fact that the nurse working in the pediatric home health setting usually handles one patient as opposed to the long-term care facilities like rehabilitation centers where the nurse handles more than one patient. This also means that the workload for the pediatric home health nurses handling one patient is lower than that of the long-term nurse who may be handling more than one patient. Therefore, the workload in long term care is slightly higher as compared to that in-home health nursing. Pediatric home health nursing also creates an environment that is much more sensitive to the needs of the patients (McInerny, Adam, Campbell, Foy & Kamat, 2016). This is similar to long term care. However, pediatric home health nursing offers a much patient-centered environment at the house where the nursing care is taking place. There are instances where the nurses have to work in homes that are located in a busy environment, as that is the place that the patient lives. The environment here cannot be compared to the one in the rehabilitation facilities which are normally cool at all times.
Conclusion
The two aspects of nursing enable a nurse to gain more experience in handling the patients who might need nursing services for a longer period as well as those who might be out of the hospital setting. This is something that I have done in the past two years as I have been engaged in the offering of patient services in a home set up. I have been in the nursing field for fourteen years and I can honestly say that the last two years have been the absolute best nursing experience ever.
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